
ADVANCED
Title T  A T B T C C A C B C C I A I B I C Total Award Judge's Comments Member

Coopers Hawk 3 3 3 3 4 3 4 4 3 30

I love a good "look" from a hawk!  If you have the room, I'd 

move the hawk to the left a bit to give it room on the right to 

roam.  Also, perhaps brightening the subject would make it 

pop out a bit more from the background.  Nice capture!

Terry Holdren

Mother Bird on Nest 3 3 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 26
The subject is not in focus.  You did get a catchlight in the 

eye.  The bird looks stressed.
Donitta Gardiner

Rainbow Eucalyptus 3 3 3 3 4 3 3 4 3 29

Interesting image with lots of interesting color.  I wonder if 

there is another composition without the vine at the right?  It 

seems to compete with the colors for attention.

Donna Hendrick

Frozen Orchid 4 4 4 3 4 4 3 5 4 35 HM
I like the technique, but I think it could be stronger if it was 

more apparent that it was an orchid.
Terry Holdren

Rock Trio 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 2 27
Interesting area that looks like a Dr Suess park.  All the 

green distracts from the subjects. Change composition may 
Stephanie Nelson

Madison County Covered Bridge 

Graffiti
3 4 4 3 4 3 3 4 3 31

Nice work organizing this image to focus on the heart 

enclosed information.
Bob Young

Red 3 3 2 3 3 3 3 3 2 25

I like the concept, and perhaps the floating look was your 

intention, but unless you're looking straight down on a 

flower, I think the stem would have added to the beauty.  

The green part that is not in focus is distracting.

Randy Edwards

Running-Ahead-of-Time 3 4 3 3 4 3 4 4 3 31
Good job getting mans face enough in focus.   I like the blur 

of the image and the motion.
Steve Guns

Money in the Bank 3 3 3 3 4 4 3 3 3 29
Corn is King!  Nice work capturing an iconic harvest scene 

and stopping the action of the corn coming out of the auger.
Lori Githens

Sunset Crosses 3 4 3 3 4 2 3 4 3 29

I like the crosses against the sunset, but I think a tighter 

crop (cropping the tree on the right and perhaps a little off 

the bottom) would draw the eye to the crosses faster.

Steve Daggs

A Single Drop 3 3 3 4 4 4 3 3 3 30 Good subject and composition.  Nothing is in focus. Lindha Steffen

Double Rainbow 3 3 4 3 4 4 3 5 4 33 Beautiful image, nice composition and interest. Steve Daggs

Miami Beach 4 4 3 3 4 3 3 4 4 32

Fun structure!  It appears that some of the natural shadows 

have been lightened. With the sun as bright as it was, I think 

keeping some of them would feel more natural.  I found 

myself wanting to see more water.  Maybe a wider crop?

Barbra Ritchison

Gourds 4 5 4 3 5 4 3 5 5 38 2 I love the colors.  Everything is in focus.  Good subject. Bob Young

Lily of the Lake resize 4 4 5 4 3 4 4 4 4 36 HM
Lovely image with a nice reflection.  Good use of depth of 

field to emphasize the subject.
Donna Hendrick

Santa Arrived 3 5 4 3 5 5 3 5 4 37 3

Great concept!  I found the red on the upper left corner to 

be a bit distracting.  Also, be careful of where your focus 

point is.  The right horse's tail seems more in focus than 

Lindha Steffen

Monarch 3 5 4 3 4 5 3 5 4 36 HM JanieNice colors. Pretty bokeh, and butterfly is in focus. Barbra Ritchison

Rainy Day 4 5 5 3 5 5 3 5 5 40 1

PennyNice represention of a rainy day by shooting through 

the rain streaked window, well seen and captured.  

Wondering if a slight rotation, counter clockwise, would 

straighten the vertical lines?

Donitta Gardiner

Challenger 3 3 4 4 4 3 4 3 4 32

Great capture!  I think a bit more background blur would help him 

pop out of the vegetation.  Since the moose is the subject, it 

would be stronger if the entire snout was in focus. It appears that 

some of it is not.

Randy Edwards

Don't-Look-Away 4 4 4 3 4 4 3 3 3 32
Nice colors. Both buildings are sharp and in focus.  Too bad there 

were no clouds.
Steve Guns

Dancing Lights 4 4 3 3 4 3 4 4 3 32

PennyMirror balls bring the party!  Wondering if there is another 

composition here?  Relizing the mirror balls are in the rafters, and 

thinking of story telling, is it possible to isolate one (or a partial 

one) with the reflections?

Stephanie Nelson

Winter Sunrise 3 4 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 27

Beautiful sunrise!  Since sunrise is your subject, I think moving 

your camera to the right to eliminate the tree and capture the 

water tower would make this stronger.  Also, perhaps remove the 

upper 2 power lines.

Lori Githens



MASTERS
Title T  A T B T C C A C B C C I A I B I C Total Award Judge's Comments Member

Fishing At The Waterfall 3 4 5 4 5 5 4 5 4 39 3
This image tells a story and the fisherman standing in front of the 

blurred water is great.  Parts of the water appear blown out so the  

highlights need to be reduced as much as possible.  

Barb McGraw

Abandoned School Bus 4 4 3 4 4 4 4 4 3 34
Interestibg subject matter. Wonder if a different perspective might 

have been more powerful. I like the detail. 
Jack Howells

Hoping for a treat 4 4 3 4 4 4 4 5 3 35
Nice Rule of Thirds and great deail in the fur.  I like the way the 

goat is looking off to the distance
Janie Lawson

The Traveler 4 4 4 3 4 5 4 5 4 37

This is a unique and interesting image of the traveler with the 

umbrella and works well in black and white. I wish the subject was 

a little sharper and that the  words and structure above the ledge 

did not draw my eye away from the center.  

Jeremia Gardiner

Egg Shells 4 4 5 4 5 5 4 5 5 41 1
The details and layers create great interest. The creativity is fun 

and refreshing. The light spills on the side may be distracting. 
Barb McGraw

Looking Up Inside Shot Tower 5 5 4 4 4 4 5 4 4 39 HM The DOF is great, as well as the shadows and highlights Patty Foster

Orange dream 4 4 4 5 5 4 5 4 4 39 2
I love the color and dreamy quality of the image. Very good 

composition and nice work.
Janie Lawson

Invasion 4 4 3 3 4 4 4 4 3 33
Nice use of diagonal lines. Composition allows movement of the 

viewer's eye throughout the image. 
Jeremia Gardiner

Golden Milkweed 4 5 4 4 5 5 4 4 4 39
Fantastic lighting and nice composition.  I would take out the 

small grass on bottom left as well as the branch on the top and 
Patty Foster

THEME
Title T  A T B T C C A C B C C I A I B I C Total Award Ty's Comments Member

Donkey Parking Only at Petra Lori Githens

Window of Time Diane Lowry

Hindus immersed themselves in 

the Ganges River
3 I liked the religious experience and blending of cultures. Lindha Steffen

Sunset at the Travel Stop-Missouri 2
I liked the sunset on the 1950s Americana, oil industry, and the 

backlighting.
Patty Foster

Weathered Stairs 1
Not many people would have taken this photo. It has leading lines, 

creativity, borken steps, and more. It made me wonder what culture, 

and where was it taken?  Unique!

Nancy  Brown

Des Moines Many Cultures HM Love the traditional clothes with modern handbags and shoes! Jack Howells

Urban Canvas.jpeg Greg Punelli

Milky Way Over The Dunes Steve Daggs

WarmMorningBreezeVieques Kali Downs

The Outdoor Life Deb Shoning

Jester Park HM
This image is interesting when you think about how many bison were 

killed and then the energy made of the metal… and then when you 

think about the guns (made of metal) that killed so many.

Barbra Ritchison

Reaching for the Light Stephanie Nelson

Dancing Sisters Jeremia Gardiner

Hawaiian Tradition Brought to Iowa 

Wedding
HM I liked this because of the tradition and merging of the cultures Haley Matias

Renaissance Culture Donitta Gardiner

Burbon and Glass Donna Hendrick

History Randy Edwards

Off the Coast of California Janie Lawson


